
 

PRESS RELEASE   

 

 

ARK Invest Europe Lists  The ARK Space & D efence  Innovation UCITS 

ETF  (“ARKX ”) On SIX Swiss Exchange , The First Defence -Themed 

Article 8 SFDR Active ETF  In Europe  

 

Key Takeaways : 

• ARK Invest Europe today  listed the ARK Space & Defence Innovation UCITS ETF  

on SIX Swiss Exchange , an actively managed strategy targeting companies 

advancing modern defence capabilities and space infrastructure . 

• Rising defence spending, evolving hybrid threats and a rapidly scaling space 

economy are driving  demand for space -enabled, software -driven capabilities.  

• What makes this ETF different: one active, high -conviction mandate investing in 

the convergence  of  space and defence  innovation , classified as an Article 8 fund . 

 

London, United Kingdom –  9 th  December  2025   

ARK Invest Europe  (‘ARK Invest ’) today  announce d  the listing  of the ARK Space & D efence  

Innovation UCITS ETF  (‘ARKX) ’ on the SIX Swiss Exchange , taking the total range of ARK 

Invest ETF’s on the exchange to ten .1 ARKX  provides investors  exposure to companies 

transforming modern defence and space through advances in artificial intelligence, 

robotics, and energy systems . It also  enables European investors to gain direct access to 

a UCITS -compliant strategy  representing ARK’s innovation -focussed approach to Space 

and Defence investment, a strategy the firm has been running since 2021.  

Following the fund’s inception  on 23 rd October 2025, ARKX is now  l isted on Deutsche 

Bӧrse Xetra , the London Stock Exchange , Borsa Italiana , and now the SIX Swiss Exchange .2 

The ETF carries an OCF of 0.75%  and is classified as an Article 8 fund under the 

Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation . 

 

Bloomberg Tickers  ARK Space & Defence Innovation  UCITS ETF  

ISIN: IE000AON7ET1  

Deutsche B ӧrse Xetra (EUR)  ARXX GY  

London Stock Exchange (USD)  ARKX  LN  

London Stock Exchange (GBP)  ARCX LN  

Borsa Italiana (EUR)  ARKX IM  

SIX Swiss Exchange  (CHF ) ARKX SE  

 
1 ARK Invest currently have ten funds listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange, four under the ARK range and six under 
the Rize by ARK Invest range. 
2 ARKX is currently registered in Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.  

https://europe.ark-funds.com/funds/active-etfs/space-defence-innovation/
https://europe.ark-funds.com/funds/active-etfs/space-defence-innovation/
https://europe.ark-funds.com/funds/active-etfs/space-defence-innovation/
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The nature of Defence  is changing. Artificial intelligence, robotics, and energy 

technologies are converging to reshape both space and security. The world’s most 

advanced militaries are shifting from industrial -era hardware to intelligent, software -

defined systems that are sma ller, cheaper, and far more adaptable. At the same time, the 

commercial Space  economy is scaling rapidly, transforming from infrastructure to an 

enabling layer for data, logistics, and communications across every industry.  

The ARK Space & Defence Innovation UCITS ETF  seeks to capture this convergence  of  

Space and Defence innovation . Actively managed and unconstrained by traditional 

aerospace and defence indices, the strategy focuses on companies pioneering dual -use 

technologies that serve both civilian and military markets. These include low -cost launch 

systems, small satellites, au tonomous platforms, advanced materials, and AI -driven 

command and sensing networks.   

Rather than allocating to incumbents, ARKX targets innovators driving this structural 

shift , companies redefining the economics, agility, and strategy of modern deterrence.  

As space becomes a critical extension of national and commercial infrastructure, and as 

autonomy reshapes both manufacturing and defence logistics, ARK’s active approach 

enables dynamic rotation toward the most compelling opportunities across these 

rapidl y evolving domains.   

In a market where the incumbent defence -focussed  ETFs  funds  remain Article 6  and 

track third party indices , ARKX represent s the first high -conviction , actively -managed 

UCITS ETF that is unconstrained by any index or benchmark and embeds strict ESG 

screening criteria  across Product Involvement, Controversies , and Governance  in a n 

Article 8 format, meeting growing investor demand in Europe for innovation -focused 

exposure to space and defence.  

ARKX integrates a rigorous sustainability framework that combines explicit SRI 

exclusions with in -depth ESG analysis, leveraging ARK’s proprietary six -metric scoring 

system employed across its actively managed innovation strategies in Europe.  The fund 

applies a 0% tolerance for controversial weapons, excludes issuers tied to nuclear 

programmes of non -signatories to the Non -Proliferation Treaty, and excludes companies  

deriving more than 5% aggregate revenue from fossil fuels, tobacco, gambling, adult 

enterta inment, and alcohol. Governance quality, controversies, and adherence to 

international norms such as the UN Global Compact and OECD Guidelines are 

incorporated directly into ARK’s bottom -up research process  which includes d edicated 

pillars such as “People, Management and Culture” . Full criteria are published in the ARK 

UCITS Sustainability Policy on our website.  

Th is launch builds on ARK Invest’s  strong momentum in Europe, where the firm recently 

surpassed $1 billion in AUM and now offers four active ARK ETFs and six RIZE  by ARK 

Invest  self - indexed ETFs .  

https://europe.ark-funds.com/funds/active-etfs/space-defence-innovation/
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More detail on the fund’s background and methodology is available on ARK’s website 

and in our whitepaper,  “Know Your Space & Defence Innovation Exposure .”  

Cathie Wood, Founder, CEO & CIO of ARK  Investment Management commented  on the 

launch:  “Defence is entering a new era. Artificial intelligence, robotics, and energy 

technologies are converging to transform both space and security. The world’s leading 

militaries are moving from industrial -era hardware to intelligent, software -defined 

systems that are smaller, cheaper, and far more adaptable. This convergence is rewriting 

the cost structure of defence and transforming deterrence itself. With the ARK Space & 

Defence Innovation UCITS ETF, we offer investors actively managed exposure to the 

techno logies redefining security in the 21st century.”  

Rahul Bhushan , Global Head of Investment Products , added : “The lines between space 

and defence are disappearing as AI, robotics, and energy technologies converge to create 

dual -use systems that serve both civilian and military needs. This fund focuses on those 

innovators, not the incumbents. Through active management, we invest in companies 

developing low -cost, scalable technologies such as small satellites, autonomous 

platforms, and next -generation energy systems that are redefining strateg ic advantage. 

It embodies our belief that innovation is the most effective defence in an era of rapid 

technological change. ” 

Stuart Forbes, Head of ARK Invest Europe and Global Head of Distribution , remarked : 

“This year, we have seen a number of requests from investors  for us to introduce our 

Space and Defence  strategy to Europe , which we have been running for several years 

now in the US . Having recently surpass ed  $1 billion in assets under management in 

Europe, we felt that the launch of the ARK Space & Defence Innovation UCITS ETF -  which 

uniquely represents the technological convergence s happening in Space and Defence  - 

was  a natural next step for us  as we move into our  next phase of product launches  in Q4 

and 2026  respectively . We have a number of highly innovative  products in the pipeline!  

-  End –  

 

About ARK Invest Europe  

ARK Invest International Ltd ("ARK Invest Europe") is a specialist thematic ETF issuer 

offering investors access to a unique blend of active and index strategies focused on 

disruptive innovation and sustainability. Established following the acquisition of Rize 

ETF in September 2023 by ARK Investment Management LLC, ARK Invest Europe builds 

on over 40 years of expertise in identifying and investing in innovations that align 

financial performance with positive global impact.  

Through its Innovation investment pillar and the "ARK" range of ETFs, ARK Invest focuses 

on companies leading and benefiting from transformative technologies , including  AI, 

robotics, energy storage, multiomic sequencing  and blockchain technology. Meanwhile, 

https://europe.ark-funds.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/ARK-Invest-Europe-Know-Your-Space-Defence-Exposure.pdf
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its Sustainable investment pillar, represented by the "Rize by ARK Invest" range of ETFs, 

prioritises investment opportunities that reconcile technologies with sustainability, 

advancing solutions that drive economy prosperity while promoting environmental and 

social progress.  

Headquartered in London, United Kingdom, ARK Invest Europe is dedicated to 

empowering investors to invest in the technologies shaping the future . For more 

information, please visit https://europe.ark -funds.com/ .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marketing Communication / Financial Promotion:  

Communications issued in the European Economic Area (“EEA”): This marketing 

communication has been issued by IQ EQ Fund Management (Ireland) Limited (“ IQ EQ ”) 

acting in its capacity as management company of ARK Invest UCITS ICAV (“ ARK Invest ”). 

IQ EQ is authorised  and regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. IQ EQ is registered in 

Ireland with registration number 148223.  

Communications issued in jurisdictions outside of the EEA: This marketing 

communication has been issued by ARK Invest International Ltd (“ ARK UK ”) which is an 

Appointed Representative of Aldgate Advisors Limited, a firm authorised and regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA FRN 763187). ARK UK is registered in England 

and Wales with registration number 11770079.  

This is a marketing communication.   This is not a contractually binding 

document.   Please refer to the prospectus, Fund -specific supplement and Key Investor 

Information Document (the “ KIID ”) or Key Investor Document (the “ KID ”) (as relevant) of 

the relevant Fund and do not base any final investment decision on this communication 

alone.  

https://europe.ark-funds.com/
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You should seek professional investment advice before making any decision to invest in 

a Fund.  

This marketing communication is not being provided to you on the basis that you are a 

client of IQ EQ or ARK UK. Neither IQ EQ nor ARK UK is acting on your behalf and neither 

entity is responsible for providing protections that would otherwise be afforded to 

clients of IQ EQ or ARK UK. This marketing communication  is for information purposes 

only.   Its contents, and the fact of its distribution, do not constitute investment advice, 

nor do they constitute tax, legal or any other form of advice or service.   It does not 

constitute or form part of any offer to issue or sell, or the solicitation of any offer to buy 

or sell any investment. It shall not form the basis of, or be relied upon in connection with, 

any contract. Information and opinions contained herein have been compiled from 

sources believed to be reliable but neither IQ EQ nor ARK UK nor any of their respective 

partners makes any representations as to its accuracy or completeness. Any opinions, 

forecasts or est imates herein constitute a judgement that is subject to change without 

notice. IQ EQ and ARK UK disclaim all liability and responsibility arising from any 

reliance placed by any person on the information contained within this marketing 

communication .  

Where past performance and projected performance information is shown, it must be 

noted that past performance and projected performance is not a reliable indicator of 

future performance. Simulated past performance does not represent actual past 

performance  and is not a reliable indicator of future performance.  

The ARK  Space & Defence Innovation UCITS ETF  is an actively managed fund which 

involve s significant risk and is  subject to the share price volatility of technology -focused 

companies, the risk of failure of new technologies to replace existing ones or to be 

approved by governments / regulators or to achieve their aim, the failure of individual 

companies to successfu lly capitalise on new technologies and reach profitability, 

competition, government intervention or excessive regulation, delays to approvals or 

lack of financial support; and legal attacks from competitors.  

Capital at Risk Warning  –  Please note that the value of an investment and any income 

taken from it is not guaranteed and can go down as well as up. You may not get back the 

amount you originally invested. If your investment currency is different to the Funds’ 

currency of denomin ation (USD) or the currencies in which the Funds’ assets are 

denominated (which may be a range of different global currencies), then the return you 

will get from your investment may increase or decrease as a result of currency 

fluctu ations between your investment currency and such currencies.  

The Funds referred to in this marketing communication  are offered by ARK Invest UCITS 

ICAV (“ ARK Invest ”). ARK Invest is an open -ended Irish collective asset management 

vehicle which is constituted as an umbrella fund with variable capital and segregated 

liability between its sub -funds (each, a “ Fund ”) and registered in Ireland with registration 

number C193010 and authorised by the Central Bank of Ireland as a UCITS. ARK Invest is 

managed by IQ EQ Fund Management (Ireland) Limited (“ IQ EQ ”). The prospectus 

(including the Fund -specific supplements and other supplements), the KIIDs/KIDs the 

constitutional document of ARK Invest and the latest annual and semi -annual reports of 
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ARK Invest, the latest Net Asset Values of the Funds and details of the underlying 

investments of the Funds (together, the “ Fund Information ”) are available at 

https://europe.ark -funds.com/ . Any decision to invest must be based solely on the Fund 

Information. Investors should read the Fund -specific risks in ARK Invest’s prospectus, 

Fund -specific supplements and the KIIDs/KIDs. The indicative intra -day net asset values 

of the Funds are availa ble at http://www.solactive.com . 

The Funds are not offered or aimed at residents in any country in which (a) ARK Invest 

and the Funds are not authorised or registered for distribution and where to do so is 

contrary to the relevant country's securities laws, (b) the dissemination of inform ation 

relating to ARK Invest and the Funds via the internet is forbidden, and/or IQ EQ or ARK 

UK are not authorised or qualified to make such offer or invitation.  

The Funds may be registered or otherwise approved for distribution to the public or 

certain categories of investors in one or more jurisdictions. Where this is the case, a 

country -specific web page and copies of the Fund Information will be available at 

https://europe.ark -funds.com/ . The fact of such a registration or approval, however, does 

not mean that any regulator (including the FCA) has determined that the Funds are 

suitable for all categories of investors.  

United Kingdom:  This is a financial promotion.  For the purposes of the United Kingdom 

Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (“ FSMA ”), ARK Invest is a UCITS that has been 

recognised by the Financial Conduct Authority (the “ FCA ”) pursuant to s.264 of the UK 

Financial Services and Markets Act 2000. The Fund Information is available in English 

free of charge upon request from the Facilities Agent in the United Kingdom, FE 

fundinfo (UK) Limited, Unit 1.1, First Floor, Midas House, 62 Goldsworth Road, Woking, 

Surrey, GU21 6LQ , England.  

Germany:  This is a financial promotion.  The offering of the Shares of ARK Invest has been 

notified to the German Financial Services Supervisory Authority (BaFin) in accordance 

with section 310 of the German Investment Code (KAGB).  The Fund Information in English 

(and the KIDs in German language) can be obtained free of charge upon request from 

the Facilities Agent in Germany,  FE fundinfo (Luxembourg) S.à.r.l., by contacting 

fa_gfr@fefundinfo.com  or in paper form at the Facilities Agent’s registered  office, being 

77 Rue du Fossé, 4123 Esch -sur -Alzette, Luxembourg.  

Switzerland: This is an advertising document. The state of the origin of the fund is Ireland. 

In Switzerland, the Representative in Switzerland is 1741 Fund Solutions AG, Burggraben 

16, CH-9000 St. Gallen. The Paying Agent in Switzerland is Tellco Bank AG,  Bahnhofstrasse 

4, 6430 Schwyz. The Fund Information may be obtained free of charge from the 

Representative. Past performance is no indication of current or future performance. The 

performance data do not take account of the commissions and costs incurred on the 

issue and redemption of units in the Fund.  

Austria:  This is a marketing communication and serves exclusively as information for 

investors. Under no circumstances may it replace advice regarding the acquisition and 

disposal of investments which may result in a total loss of the investment. The Fund 

Informat ion in English (and the KIDs in German language) can be obtained free of charge 

http://www.solactive.com/
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upon request from the Facilities Agent in Austria, FE fundinfo (Luxembourg) S.à.r.l., by 

contacting fa_gfr@fefundinfo.com . 

United States:  This marketing communication  and its contents are not directed at any 

person that is resident in the United States (" US person "), and no offer or invitation is 

made to any US person to acquire or sell any service, product or security referred to.   The 

provision of any information in this marketing communication  does not constitute an 

offer to US persons to purchase securities.    

  


